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MINUTES OF BRECON BEACONS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY NATIONAL 

PARK AUTHORITY HELD AT CONFERENCE ROOM, PLAS Y FFYNNON, 

CAMBRIAN WAY, BRECON LD3 7HP ON FRIDAY, 21ST SEPTEMBER, 2018 
 

 

 

PRESENT: 

 

Powys 

 

Cllr Ratcliffe (Deputy Chair), Cllr M Jones, Cllr Phil Pritchard, Cllr E Durrant, Cllr E Roderick, Cllr 

McIntosh and Cllr McNicholas 

 

Monmouthshire 

 
 

 

Carmarthenshire 

 

Cllr Madge 

 

Merthyr Tydfil 

 

Cllr Rogers 

 

Rhondda Cynon Taff 

 

Cllr G Thomas 

 

Torfaen 

 

Cllr Ashley 

 

Blaenau Gwent 

 

Cllr J Hill 

 

Members appointed by the Welsh Government 

 

Mr Edward Evans (Chair), Mr James Marsden, Ms Deborah Perkin, Sue Holden and Mr Julian 

Stedman 

 

In Attendance 

 

Angharad HawkesMr Julian Atkins, Chief Executive 
Mrs Jayne Foxley, Monitoring Officer 

Elaine Standen, Finance Manager 

Mrs Julia Gruffydd, Democratic Services Manager 

Mr Paul Funnell, IT and Systems Manager 
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Apologies 

Cllr K Laurie-Parry, Cllr A Webb, Cllr M Feakins, Cllr A James, Mr I Rowat, Coppock and Ham 

 

 

95/18 Correspondence  

 

The Chair welcomed Sue Holden to her first meeting as a Welsh Government appointed 

member.  He advised that the two other new members, Chris Coppock and Grenville 

Ham had been unable to attend today. 

  

Apologies were noted. 

  

 

96/18 Declarations of Interest  

 

No declarations of interest were made. 

  

 

97/18 Minutes  
 

RESOLVED:  

  

a)  That the minutes of the National Park Authority held 

on 22 June 2018 be approved and the Chair authorised 

to sign them as a correct record; 

  

b)  That the minutes of the National Park Authority 

(Annual General Meeting) held on 30 July 2018 be 

approved and the Chair authorised to sign them as a 

correct record; 

  

c)  That the minutes of the Audit and Scrutiny Committee 

held on 27 April 2018 be received. 

  

 

98/18 Public Speaking  

 

There were no requests to speak. 

  

 

99/18 Chairman's Announcements  

 

The Chair reported on meetings he had attended on behalf of the Authority.  He referred 

to a recent very positive liaison meeting with Powys County Council, which would be 

continuing on a twice yearly basis. 

  

The Authority had been requested to send four delegates to the National Parks UK 

Conference in September 2019, in line with an agreement made some years ago.  In view 

of the significant cost of this event, but recognising the value, he suggested that the 
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Authority support the next event but ask for a debate at NPUK level about the future of 

this event. 

  

 

100/18 Chief Executive's Announcements  

 

The Chief Executive updated members on meetings and events attended since the last 

Authority meeting. 

  

 

101/18 Approval of 2017/18 Statement of Accounts  

 

The Chair welcomed Anthony Veale and Deryck Evans from Wales Audit, who presented 

the audit of the Authority’s annual accounts for 2017/18.  Mr Evans summarised the 

ISA260 report which was an unqualified one.  He highlighted some minor amendments 

that had needed to be made during the audit process. 

  

Asked about the security of the Local Government Pension Scheme the Finance Manager 

advised that the liabilities shown in the Statement were calculated in accordance with 

accounting standards and that these were influenced by a range of financial market and 
actuarial calculation.  They represent a theoretical liability on the Authority which would 

impact in the long term over the lifetime of current scheme members. 

  

Cllr P Pritchard joined the meeting. 

  

The Chief Executive advised that pension costs were reviewed on the employer’s side 

every three years and occasionally the Authority had needed to make increased 

contributions.  A review was due to take place next year. 

  

A member raised the HMRC audit which had resulted in a one off payment to reflect 

changes for taxable benefits for members.  The Finance Manager advised that the final 

payment had been less than originally advised, and commented that National Park 

Authorities were not protected by an exemption which applied to local authorities.  

Despite representations by all NPAs HMRC’s ruling had not been reversed. 

  

RESOLVED: 

  

a)  That Members approve the Statement of Accounts for 

2017/18 and note the contents and implement the 

recommendations of the Auditor General for Wales’ 

Report. 

b) That the Chairman signs the Statement. 

  
  

 

102/18 Annual Report on the Corporate Plan 2017/18  

 

The National Park Management Plan Officer presented the review of work carried out in 

2017/18 and advised that officers were discussing improvements in format and design, 

with increased use of graphics. 
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A member challenged the definition of performance indicators in the report, feeling that 

they were desirable actions but it was not clear how they had achieved objectives.  The 

next Corporate Plan should consider this in more detail, as well as how progress could be 

better evidenced, as the green colour code could not be justified by the evidence 

available, for example in work on the uplands. 

  

The Chief Executive agreed and noted that he was working with Natural Resources 

Wales about securing access to their data for the State of the Park Report.  In response 

to a question about sickness figures being higher than the other Welsh Parks he advised 

that one or two staff on long term sickness had skewed the figures. 

  

The following comments were made for the officer to note and amend: 

  

There was no mention of global in the assessment of conservation and biodiversity work 

(with reference to the wellbeing goals); 

Paragraph 3.3 – there was no mention of the Sustainable Development Fund and a line 

should be added referring to how the range of projects funded met the goals; 

A final figure was needed on the number of volunteers, given that these had reduced; 

Where heritage performance had been affected by long term staff sickness this should be 
referenced in the narrative as a temporary situation which had now been resolved; 

  

RESOLVED:  That the Authority approves the Annual 

Report on the Corporate Plan for 2017/18 subject to the 

amendments listed in the minutes. 

  

  

 

103/18 Amendments to Terms of Reference and Scheme of Delegation  

 

Members considered changes to the Scheme of Delegation to take account of the period 

between the departure of the Director of Planning and the commencement of the 

Delivery Director.  This would ensure continuity of governance. 

  

RESOLVED: To amend the Terms of Reference and 

Scheme of Delegation as set out in Enclosure 1 to come 

into force on 1
st 

October 2018.  

  

 

104/18 Committee Timetable 2019/20  

 

Members considered the draft committee timetable up to 31
st
 March 2020, which 

reflected the new governance structures.  The Chair reiterated the importance of 

flexibility in this process, particularly with the decision to hold Planning, Access and Rights 

of Way Committee and Authority meetings on the same day. Members made the point 

that even without clashes many of them had meetings of their own authorities or other 

commitments in the late afternoon or evening, which could potentially mean very long 

days.  They also had problems keeping provisional dates in the diary, and accommodating 

changes in the timetable.  The Chair assured members that officers would be working to 
ensure that agendas were relevant and manageable.  The Democratic Services Manager 
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clarified the scheduling of the four Key Work Area groups and said that while two days 

were scheduled for these in between Policy Forum meetings, the four groups could well 

opt to have one joint meeting to facilitate joint working. 

  

The Chair of the Governance and Member Development Working Group advised that 

the working group was due to review the structure of agendas and also report formats. 

  

RESOLVED:  To approve the Authority’s committee 

timetable for 2019/20. 
  

Cllr T Rogers left the meeting. 

  

 

105/18 Local Development Plan Delivery Agreement  

 

The Principal Planning Officer (Policy) reiterated the importance of the Local 

Development Plan (LDP) as all planning applications were determined against the policies 

within it.  She presented the consultation responses to the Delivery Agreement, 

comprising comments from three organisations, all generally supportive. 

  

RESOLVED:  To agree the proposed Delivery Agreement 

for submission to the Welsh Government. 

  

 

106/18 Local Development Plan Review Report  

 

Members considered consultation responses to the LDP Review Report and noted the 

officer’s comments on the lack of sufficient sites identified for development, which 

supported the recommendation to carry out a full review of the LDP.   

  

The Chair of the Policy Forum supported the strategy regarding the five year housing 

supply and said that the review would provide the evidence to make a case for exemption 

from the housing targets.  (Check Helen). 
  

In response to a question about air quality the officer confirmed that the Authority had 

responsibility to ensure there was no negative impact on air quality through its 

developments but she would add a reference to the duty of local authorities in enforcing 

this as well. 

  

In response to comments about the effect of Brexit on small businesses the Chair advised 

that the Policy Forum would be considering this. 

  

A member pointed out that there was no reference in the issue table under climate 

change to sustainable transport nor recycling.  He suggested that this be reviewed against 

the Ministerial Statement.  The officer advised that this consultation draft was prepared 

before the publication of the Statement and that she would add these points. 

  

RESOLVED:  To approve the final Review Report for 

submission to the Welsh Government. 
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107/18 Local Development Plan Annual Monitoring Report  

 

Members received the Annual Monitoring Report on the current Local Development Plan 

and noted that the Authority had met the high housing targets agreed during the LDP 

process but that it did not have a five year housing stock. 

  

A member commented that the statements in the appendices were not supported by 

evidence and that trends were worsening.  He offered to work with officers on this and 

warned against making subjective statements.  The officer welcomed these comments but 

asked for a decision on the report to enable it to be submitted to the Welsh Government 

by 31 October.  She suggested that the substantive report on the key performance 

indicators be submitted and she would bring an updated sustainability appraisal to the 

next Authority meeting.  The member agreed but reiterated the point that the Authority 

was reporting against an out of date State of the Park Report. 

  

RESOLVED:   

  

a) To note the content of the Annual Monitoring 

Report; 
b) To agree the recommendations; 

c)To agree the submission of the Annual 

Monitoring Report to the Welsh Government by 31st 

October 2018 with the caveat that concern be 

expressed about the soundness of the Sustainability 

Appraisal indicators. 

  

  

 

108/18 Approval of New Management plan for the Blaenavon World Heritage Site  

 

Members received the new management plan for the Blaenavon World Heritage Site, on 

which Torfaen County Borough Council had taken the lead.  The plan had more emphasis 

on the Wellbeing of Future Generations Act and provided more opportunities for people 

to get involved. The Chair hoped that the Authority could show its endorsement of the 

plan. 

  

RESOLVED:  That the NPA approves the Blaenavon 

Industrial Landscape World Heritage Site Management 

Plan (2018-2023). 

  

 

109/18 Member Champion Reports  

 

110/18 Member Reports  

 

111/18 Gifts and Hospitality  

 

No declarations were made. 
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112/18 Access to Information  

 

RESOLVED:  to exclude the press and public from the 

meeting during consideration of item 25 in accordance 

with section 100A of the Local 

Government Act 1972, as amended, on the grounds that 

it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as 

defined in paragraphs 12 and 14 of 

Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972. 

  

 

113/18 Llandovery Tourist Information Centre  

 

Members considered options for the Llandovery Tourist Information Centre. 

  

RESOLVED:  As per the confidential report. 

  

 

114/18 Any other Business  
 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record 

Chairman of the National Park Authority 

 

 


